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ROBERT E. JOHNSON ’ 

Convicled assassin James Earl Ray’s chief 
defense lawyer charges that agents of the U.S. 
gov(‘rnmcnt are the real killers of civil riglits 
leader Martin Luther King. 

Kay's younger brother, Jerry, agree.s. 

Beth the bi'otlier and tlio lawyer blame “pres- 
sure'’ cr “coercion” fronr federal agcn.ts for 
forcing Hay to repudiate a .statement he re- 
portedi}' dictated to his broilier Augu.st 13 in 
the Tsnno.ssec State Piison, in whicli he told 
cf a governiricnt conspiracy to murder King. 

In the statement, Jerry Ray quoted his broth- 
er as saying he had been 
' . working with U.S. un- 

dercover agents, supply- 
■ ing arms to Cuban revo- 
, K i lutionarie.s trying to 
■’i , I overthrow Fidel Castro, 

. ; ji when he was lured to 
' , 1 i iMoinphis at the time of 

King’s death in April 
\ ; 1908. 

.. g “I knew iiotliing about 

i . King being in KIcmphis 

! undl after King had been 

kihed.” the sialement 
' j.c. STONER: Chief quoted James Earl Ray! 
defense attorney. sajung. m snow that; 

' the federal agents mere- 

ly used me to be the fall guy when they killed 



Jerry Ray. SI, turned the statement over to a: 
S(. Louis television station, claiming it was dictated i 
wovd-for-’.vord during a );risoii inter', lew wilh his 
tr:;!!cr. "I had to talk to .!i;n tiii-c-ugh a .sheet of 
]jy jil-.one and he cmaldn’t .sign anytiiing.” I 
Jc.'i-y iohi an ENQUIRER reporter. “All I could do i 
vm.s \vriie...<iij\\ n what he told nie. I -couldn't get i 
liis sigruuura on it.” 

Put, on .'W-ptembe]' .3, when Janies Earl Ray ; 





v/ns s.tOi- n a copy {■; !be earlier siaienient bv lUib- ' 
crt 'iV. Hill, one of Ills :iltnrnc\'.s. R:;v look it aiKi 
MTote alon" the in;i!7;!:i of fhe »a:|’<'r: i 

"I am aot rcspor.sib’t! for 1 !;!.“; ;-:tatc7r:cat.'’ 
lie then rigiieo his Jis;;- mv;;: cf the siatemen: ■ 
his b-oi!ier luui atirihaird to 

Now the et.m'ic’icd ar'sa.'r-tin's clHef cieiea.s:.’ at- 
(Qi-!!cy. .J.li, Stoner, says the siateioent r\;is resnidi- 
aka onl\- ’'becatise of jo essiirc frui); ti;e U.s/i;uv- 
eniii'ent.’’ 

yUhethcr the p’-essa'i; rvas applied to bir. Kay 
or- ill r.ir, iliil, I don’t knou,” Stoner saick -'B-ot J 
S/r ^ iovOiiir-ies oat: lirei onl.” 

‘ooricfr, )i-,d toki newsmen on An.yust B, follbwinc , 
-a visit vvitli Kay in lii.s -pri.son eel!, tiia*-' 
iiis chtnit 'A',',s: “eotijoieteiv in- ^ '' 

Mr. Itov 



1 'Ply the froyermnent got to Mr, Ilili,’ 

■''ir.s't'sl'-i'temenf f il' repudiation of fiie 
brother's. his 

■ courage for that ” Tp.--v 

sides ’ heN ENQUIIifeit interview. ‘-bI 

to lose by Speaking" ft . ''«T Httle 

As^for Hili, Jerry had thi.s to say: 
enomipf l"t!bnk'“up'’:f doesn’t want to make 

and come out t ih TK ‘Tf vi-sit Jim 

own repufafion ” to protect his 

■ attmney Hhl ENQUIRER that 

Karl Kay into prison to 

thr^takimirn: 

pin- an ' came out with a denial 

fe. “ Wz *» 

07 i«inM statement “inmiiirmr; 
h:iveb«m spokesmen for the defense 

ey Hoiise’ nMui'P ^ s«'':P’‘Vliat 'Mick- 



01 King , . 
; ;-igeacie.s ..k' li;e 
I m.r-nt had 
i.Mr. 



■..mi 
a’ !'■. 
•1 tUf 
lit c; 



kill 
lain 

■;ove;-ii- 

nd ai! 



I nocent” of Kinr;’s im 
! "Tod.-iy’s v,;:;l wiii 
W.-l-: II, r I ail,.,, 

, oil i;i! II,,- ;,lt,. 

I ilh.rii::::r<l III': l( <|. ;, 

■ rtii.'rit'.s in viif ycinr/it i 
in;; of Kina . li, 

.Kin,!; kill,-'!! 

Ail'. Rri}' w;!.'i rva.s a fali ,!;nv, timi 
I he i.s coinp'iweiy iru'.:)cenf', 

I ’‘Tne .government doesn't WiUif 
him to have a trial because 
they don’t want the facts to 
come out.” 

AsLco b,v an ihrcrediilous re- 
porter if he mea-nt fiiaf R-iy 
vri'.o pi, 

King w 
and rec 
really u 
leader, 

‘Tm 
in an\ 

evidence wcuUl show Ihat Janies 
iOcol l.,ay ;s corn.jdciciy inno- 
cciu, and rh.at a.gen'.s of the 
ivvierai government are the ones 
wpio aciuaiiy killed King ” 

,ticl:eves Ilay may 



eaded 


giuUy to shootin,g 




h]g;i-i) 0 \vered rifle 


cived 


a :h.'-ycc!' sentence, 


iiu not 


kdi ihc civii rights 


>dO!:C; 


y r;piicd: 


."^jiyin 


S I'Qsilivelv that 


ijoal, 


ilic facts and the 



have been s ihjected to physicfd 
coorcjo.u to eliange his startlin'-- 
Siory. Kifher that, or the othe? 
lawyer, lb,], wa.s subjected to 
pressure by icdcral officials 
‘Air. Ray could have been 
pi c .s.sdi 00 very easily in soiitary 



r.ui 1 imnk It s more 



, * '*'• vv jjcJb iviici-: 

if f',;/’’ “•'T' • .* iinci rclatifiL^ Iheni to inp 

re,-ison.s.’'‘''‘''' statements for personal 

>>-''her"o,''d;sf,d!^^ his 

a.sking that le-rv's n-.-y ta.Iier .siaicment bv 

4 that he ha 1 

A-om tim li^r" A Hay’s 

lull told The ENQtliHEK fh->f Te,-,-,- r. ■ 
tioris had do'^nK^ i-- ■ •-Jcn\ ua\ s ac- 

■ both .lorry Ray and Attorney Stoner 



JwRjiY RAY: Sgys his 
brotner is innocent. 



ATTORN’ BY 
Robert V/. Hill 







, vowoa to contin::c to push for ;sn invostphiiion to 
determine the trm- fat'ts of th(- case. A major feiui 
:i[>|'.eai'e<i to lie (leveloiiit’i; i,e- 
I vveea 1 holier anil Hi!! ovi-r fejo.l 
. e I jeei ol lie- (lire 

"II ,h Hill ioliiele..! II, 

II 1 V I o ' ' h ; e I lie : I ■ . O , , , , , . f 0 , 
lot': ra l,ti I , ijh'd ,'vlr . rare," 

Moncr said, "and I 'vvill in.'.i:.| 
Holt one of u.s willidi'av/ as 
.I'anie.s Isarl Ha.v’.s coiia.sid if this 
lurn.s out to lie t.-ue.” 

.Stone)' ;il,s(i el.'iiined lo liave 
in his possession a sit;netl siat;‘- 
nient by James Earl supporting 
what ho suDposed'v told Jerry 
Kay. 

"The statement is locked away 
in some files Eve hidden so the 
FBI can’t get at tliem,” Stoner 
said. 

Jerry maintains that, under 
Tennessee law, his brother is 
entitled to a new trial, because 
the sentencing judge died be- 
fore ruling on a motion for a 
new trial. 

A second judge, however, 
ruled that James Earl .gave up 
any right to a new trial wiien 
he pleaded guilty to the King 
murder charge. 

And Jerry concluded with an 
ominous warning; 

“Ji.na’s last word.s to me were 
that — when and if he gets a 
new trial — he won’t only shake 
the United Stales with his testi- 
mony, but he will shake the 
whole world.” 




